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July 9, 1953 

Dsar Jaok: 

I ~amsed thatyouhad notirrevouably tumedyourback on the auademic 

world, butnotastonished in spite of your earlier oon~incingarguments. Qodepeed 

to you. 

As you have probably gathered, my uorrsspondence is erratic. As a rule, I will 

either amwer a letter within twenty-four houra, OB not for months, so it is a 

matter of the immdiate diatractiofm. I am sorry that I don't know a thing 

about the etiology of colitis, except that it ia quite obscure. This dImmae 

did pretty well wreck my father, end I am hot sure it haa thoroughly dieaipated. 

It hslppnadsthat the baoteria mat people us genetic ressaruh, Eacherichia 

coli and Salmonella spp. are gut inhabitants, and I am mainly impressed by how 

little we know of their ecology, and of their role in chronic disease. I don't 

doubt the psycho8onat& component, but doubt it could be the whole story. It might 

very well iduraot with som specific bacteria '[though this is not widely accepted] 

a8 your friend Sutton'8 quotation suggerte, but the specific veraion eoundr too 

ai+e. However, 1 don't have the clinical training to review Bargent work with 

any competence, anl at the moment do not have the time to go Into it adequately. 

Iho Szondi test ia equally unUmiliar to IPPI. The prsmiee8 sound ridiculou8, but 

this does not leean that hi8 ~onolusions are unsupportable. It sound8 like pro,jec- 

tive analysis, and I can well imagine that for certain purposes human face8 may 

evoke a~ revealing retlponaes as the inkspots. But the pJychotmtriat8 have to do 

this work; I couldn! evaluate it, though I'm ihterested to hear about it. 



The problem is how to Interpret the successes of the test. To nijrnd, human 

character is so polyralent that you might fimi "delusions of grandeur" orngullibility~~ 

or Vthroes of artistic oompo8itionV almost wherever you looked for it; this is of 

courle the machinery Of the Character Andlg8ts ani the AstZWlOgi8t8. 'ha fOrtUne-bd.1b.g 

cards randomly ejected by the penny arcade machines might be equally as 8uccsssfu.l. 

It should be possible to mm controlled experimmts, in which it could be shown 

whether a purely raI%iOm characterization of one group of tested individuals were 

demonstrably lee8 reliable than the results of the teat. 

We had planned earlier to 8pend the 8umcwr in VUsconsin. ('Ihe weather ia very 

pleasant now, but it can be fiered) However, a rather pleasant wi&fall came up 

[which I will tell you about later, if you don't otherwise hesa $tf it] and we will 

be leaving in L/$$J& tw o weeks or so to drive to San Francisco, so we'll have a little 

t&m for soam loafing in California. We were at UC Berkeley three Bummer8 ago and 

had a wonderful tim. We're due back about September 1, and will be mving to a small 

rented house at the edge of town (i.e. about1.5 &es from the mm center), so per- 

haps you'd better write care of Genetics Department. 

We acquired a tape-recorder a little while ago (run8 around $100, so it's r#>t 

the Cheapest, or th8 deareat, of toys) and find it fairly a?nUaing, as Well a8 useful 
, 

for seminar and teaching purposes. I'm 8urpriaed more u8e isn't made of such gadget8 

in higher educatiorr- perhapa some people are afraid of over-mechadaation and then 

of technological unemployment. 

Sincerely, 

+joshua Lederberg 
', 


